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Mrs. Barbauld.
[A.D.
of it? It will be lost before it is wanted, and the v of so much time and labour of the teacher can neve repaid. Too much is expected from precocity, and to
tie performed.    Miss ------1 was an instance  of early i
vation, but in what did it terminate ?    In marrying a Presbyterian parson, who keeps an infant boarding-sc so that all her employment now is,
"To suckle fools, and chronicle small-beer2."
She tells the children, " This is a cat, and that is a dog, four legs and a tail; see there! you are much better a cat or a dog, for you can speak3." If I had bestc
1  Miss Aikin, better known as Mrs. Barbauld.   Johnson uses byterian where we should use Unitarian.     ' The Unitarians c present day [1843] are the representatives of that branch of the Nonconformists who received the denomination of Presbyterians they are still known by that name.'   Penny Cyclo. xxvi. 6.
2  Othello, act ii. sc. I.
8 He quotes Barbauld's Lessons for Children (p. 68, ed. of Mrs. Piozzi (Ancc, p. 16), speaking of books for children, says :— Barbauld had his best praise; no man was more struck than Mr. son with voluntary descent from possible splendour to painful Mrs. Piozzi alludes to Johnson's praise of Dr. Watts :—' Every acquainted with the common principles of human action, will with veneration on the writer, who is at one time combating I and at another making a catechism for children in their fourth A voluntary descent from the dignity of science is perhaps the h< lesson that humility can teach.' Works, viii. 384. He praised fl also, who, when 'writing Paradise Lost, could condescend from h vation to rescue children from the perplexity of grammatical c sion, and the trouble of lessons unnecessarily repeated.' Ib.~\ Mrs. Barbauld did what Swift said Gay had shown could be ' One may write things to a child without being childish.' £ Works, xvii. 221. In her Advertisement, she says :—' The task is ble, but not mean; to plant the first idea in a human mind can dishonour to any hand.' ' Ethicks, or morality,' wrote Johnson,' of the studies which ought to begin with the first glimpse of n and only end with life itself.' Works, v. 243. This might have the motto of her book. As the Advertisement was not publish 1778 (Barbauld's Works, ii. 19) it is possible that Johnson's cri had reached her, and that it was meant as an answer. Amor
